
The Order of Service 

Invocation 
L The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 

Prayer 
C O God, you are like a refiner’s fire, and your spirit en-

flames the hearts of your faithful people with the fire of 
your love.  Bless, we implore you, this new flame and 
those who keep this solemn Easter Vigil that, burning 
with the desire of life with you, we may be found right-
ly prepared to share in the feast of victory and light 
which has no end; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spir-
it, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

 

L Christ Jesus, the first and the last, the same yesterday and 
today, the beginning and the end, the Alpha and the 
Omega. 

C Amen. 

 

L For our Lord, a thousand years are like a day and a day is 
like a thousand years. In His hands are time and eternity, 
glory and dominion, now and forevermore. 

C Amen. 

 
C By his wounds we are healed both now and forever. 

Amen! 

L Let us pray. Almighty and most merciful God, pour out 
on us your abundant blessing that all who in true faith 
share this night the joyful anticipation of the celebration 
of our Lord Jesus Christ's resurrection from the dead 
may be filled with your heavenly benediction. 

C Once we were in darkness, but now we are in the light, 
even Jesus Christ, our Lord! 
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L The Light of Christ. 
C Thanks be to God! 

Hymn of Invocation  Were You There  

 LSB 456: 1-3 | WERE YOU THERE 

 

C   By His wounds we are healed both now and forever. Amen! 

L  The Lord be with you. 
C  And also with you. 

L  Lift up your hearts. 
C  We lift them up to the Lord. 

L  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C  It is good and right so to do. 
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The Vigil Collect 
L  It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places, with all our hearts, minds and voices, 

praise you, O Lord, Holy Father, Almighty everlasting God, and your only begotten Son, Jesus Christ. For he is the 
very Paschal Lamb who offered himself for the sin of the world, who has cleansed us by the shedding of his precious 
blood. Even as you brought deliverance to our forefathers, the children of Israel, delivered them out of bondage in 
Egypt, and led them through the Red Sea in safety, so are all who believe in Christ delivered from the bondage of sin 
and death and restored to life and to holiness. As in the darkness of the night Christ broke the bonds of death and 
hell and rose in triumph, accept now this evening's sacrifices of our thanksgiving and praise. Let Christ, the true 
Light and bright Morning Star, shine in our hearts, he who gives light to all creation, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C  Amen. 

Hymn of the Evening  Awake, My Heart, with Gladness  

 LSB 467: 1, 5, 6 | AUF, AUF, MEIN HERZ  

5. The world against me rages, Its fury I disdain; 
 Though bitter war it wages, Its work is all in vain. 
 My heart from care is free, No trouble troubles me. 
 Misfortune now is play, And night is bright as day. 
 
6. Now I will cling forever, To Christ, my Savior true; 
 My Lord will leave me never, Whate’er He passes through. 
 He rends death’s iron chain; He breaks through sin and pain; 
 He shatters hell’s grim thrall; I follow Him through all. 
 

L In this most holy night our Savior, Christ the Lord, broke the power of death and by his resurrection brought life 
and salvation to all creation. Let us praise the Lord, for he truly keeps his Word. The sun of righteousness has 
dawned upon us who have sat in darkness and in the shadow of death. 
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First Lesson  Genesis 2:4-7 (ESV) 
These are the generations 
of the heavens and the earth when they were created, 
in the day that the Lord God made the earth and the heavens. 
 
When no bush of the field was yet in the land and no small plant of the field had yet sprung up—for the Lord God had 
not caused it to rain on the land, and there was no man to work the ground, and a mist was going up from the land 
and was watering the whole face of the ground— then the Lord God formed the man of dust from the ground and 
breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and the man became a living creature. 

L This is the Word of the Lord. 
C  Almighty God, you most wonderfully created and yet more wonderfully restored what mankind chose to destroy 

through your only Son who repaired what we left broken. Help us to see that you are the Author of all life, that 
we may serve you as we live responsibly in your world. Amen. 

Second Lesson  Genesis 7:11-24 (ESV) 
In the six hundredth year of Noah's life, in the second month, on the seventeenth day of the month, on that day all the 
fountains of the great deep burst forth, and the windows of the heavens were opened. And rain fell upon the earth 
forty days and forty nights. On the very same day Noah and his sons, Shem and Ham and Japheth, and Noah's wife 
and the three wives of his sons with them entered the ark, they and every beast, according to its kind, and all the live-
stock according to their kinds, and every creeping thing that creeps on the earth, according to its kind, and every bird, 
according to its kind, every winged creature. They went into the ark with Noah, two and two of all flesh in which there 
was the breath of life. And those that entered, male and female of all flesh, went in as God had commanded him. And 
the Lord shut him in. 

 

The flood continued forty days on the earth. The waters increased and bore up the ark, and it rose high above the 
earth. The waters prevailed and increased greatly on the earth, and the ark floated on the face of the waters. And the 
waters prevailed so mightily on the earth that all the high mountains under the whole heaven were covered. The waters 
prevailed above the mountains, covering them fifteen cubits deep. And all flesh died that moved on the earth, birds, 
livestock, beasts, all swarming creatures that swarm on the earth, and all mankind. Everything on the dry land in whose 
nostrils was the breath of life died. He blotted out every living thing that was on the face of the ground, man and ani-
mals and creeping things and birds of the heavens. They were blotted out from the earth. Only Noah was left, and 
those who were with him in the ark. And the waters prevailed on the earth 150 days. 

L This is the Word of the Lord. 
C O Lord, whose wrath burned for the evil of men, you brought the flood upon a wicked and perverse generation 

and yet saved faithful Noah and his family.  Open our eyes, soften our hearts, and may we be numbered among 
your faithful today. Amen. 

Third Lesson Genesis 22:9-14 (ESV) 
When they came to the place of which God had told him, Abraham built the altar there and laid the wood in order 
and bound Isaac his son and laid him on the altar, on top of the wood. Then Abraham reached out his hand and took 
the knife to slaughter his son. But the angel of the Lord called to him from heaven and said, “Abraham, Abraham!” 
And he said, “Here I am.” He said, “Do not lay your hand on the boy or do anything to him, for now I know that you 
fear God, seeing you have not withheld your son, your only son, from me.” And Abraham lifted up his eyes and 
looked, and behold, behind him was a ram, caught in a thicket by his horns. And Abraham went and took the ram and 
offered it up as a burnt offering instead of his son. So Abraham called the name of that place,“The Lord will provide”; 
as it is said to this day, “On the mount of the Lord it shall be provided.” 

L This is the Word of the Lord. 
C O God, you promised to faithful Abraham that he would be the father of many peoples, and in the passion of our 

Lord, you provided the Lamb that takes away our sin and makes us your people.  Grant us a hearty trust in all of 
your promises; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 
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Musical Meditation  Wenn wir in höchsten Nöten sein, BWV 641  
 J. S. Bach 

Fourth Lesson  Exodus 14:29-31 (ESV) 
But the people of Israel walked on dry ground through the sea, the waters being a wall to them on their right hand and 
on their left. 
 
Thus the Lord saved Israel that day from the hand of the Egyptians, and Israel saw the Egyptians dead on the seashore. 
Israel saw the great power that the Lord used against the Egyptians, so the people feared the Lord, and they believed in 
the Lord and in his servant Moses. 

L  This is the Word of the Lord. 
C  O God, as you once delivered your people Israel from bondage under Pharaoh and led them to safety through the 

waters of the Red Sea, you provided us with a symbol of the mightier waters of our baptism and a compelling invi-
tation to all people of your desire that all should be made your children; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

Fifth Lesson  Ezekiel 36:24-28 (ESV) 
I will take you from the nations and gather you from all the countries and bring you into your own land. I will sprinkle 
clean water on you, and you shall be clean from all your uncleannesses, and from all your idols I will cleanse you. And 
I will give you a new heart, and a new spirit I will put within you. And I will remove the heart of stone from your flesh 
and give you a heart of flesh. And I will put my Spirit within you, and cause you to walk in my statutes and be careful 
to obey my rules. You shall dwell in the land that I gave to your fathers, and you shall be my people, and I will be your 
God. 

L This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Almighty and everlasting God, in the miracle of Easter you raised your Son for our justification.  Grant that all 

who are brought to new birth and newness of life in the fellowship of the body of Christ may show forth in their 
lives what they confess with their lips; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

Sixth Lesson Romans 6 :3-11 (ESV) 
Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? We were buried 
therefore with him by baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Fa-
ther, we too might walk in newness of life. 

 

For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we shall certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his. 
We know that our old self was crucified with him in order that the body of sin might be brought to nothing, so that we 
would no longer be enslaved to sin. For one who has died has been set free from sin. Now if we have died with Christ, 
we believe that we will also live with him. We know that Christ, being raised from the dead, will never die again; death 
no longer has dominion over him. For the death he died he died to sin, once for all, but the life he lives he lives to 
God. So you also must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus. 

 

L This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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The Vigil Hymn  Father Welcomes   

 LSB 605 | FATHER WELCOMES 

 

L In Holy Baptism we are forgiven our sins and granted a new life in Christ, our Lord. We solemnly renounce the dev-
il and all his works and all his ways; we confess the gift of faith in God the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. I ask 
you anew: Do you renounce the devil and all his works and all his ways? 

C  I do renounce them. 

L Do you believe in God the Father Almighty? 
C Yes, I do believe. 

L Do you believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son? 
C Yes, I do believe. 

L Do you believe in the Holy Spirit? 
C Yes, I do believe. 

L Is it your heart-felt intent to continue steadfast and unmoved in this faith and in the grace of your Baptism and, as a 
member of the Church, to be faithful in the use of the means of grace and prayer? 

C Yes, by the grace of God. 

L Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, Who has given you the new birth of water and the Spirit and has 
forgiven you all your sins strengthen you with His grace to life everlasting. 

C Amen! 
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The Lord’s Supper 

Words of Institution 

Lord’s Prayer 
C  Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
 who trespass against us; 
 and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For  thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen. 

Distribution  

Communion Blessing and Prayer of Thanksgiving 

The Easter Gospel  Mark 16:1-8 (ESV) 
When the Sabbath was past, Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, and Salome bought spices, so that they 
might go and anoint him. And very early on the first day of the week, when the sun had risen, they went to the tomb. 
And they were saying to one another, “Who will roll away the stone for us from the entrance of the tomb?” And look-
ing up, they saw that the stone had been rolled back—it was very large. And entering the tomb, they saw a young man 
sitting on the right side, dressed in a white robe, and they were alarmed. And he said to them, “Do not be alarmed. 
You seek Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He has risen; he is not here. See the place where they laid him. But go, 
tell his disciples and Peter that he is going before you to Galilee. There you will see him, just as he told you.” And they 
went out and fled from the tomb, for trembling and astonishment had seized them, and they said nothing to anyone, 
for they were afraid. 

L This is the Gospel: the good news of our Lord through Jesus Christ His only Son. 
C Praise to you, O Christ! 

L Bless we the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God! 

L  The Almighty and Merciful Lord, the Father, the Son  and the Holy Spirit, bless and preserve you in the one true 
faith until life everlasting 

C Amen! 
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Recessional Hymn  I Know That My Redeemer Lives  

 LSB 461: 1, 8 | DUKE STREET 

 

 

Officiant: Pastor Mark Schulz 
Liturgist: Vicar Ben Vineyard

 

Sunday, April 16 8:30am Easter Festival Worship 
    9:45am Easter Festival Worship 
    11:00am Easter Festival Worship with communion 


