
The Messenger 

Call Process Update 
 By Pastor Phil Cook 

Trinity Lutheran Church November 3, 2017 

Children’s Christmas 
Rehearsals 

2 

TLC Bookstore 3 

Reformation 500 
Wrap-up 

3 

Men’s Bible Study 4 

Giving Statements 5 

MLM Food Drive 6 

Inside this issue: 

Dates to remember: 

• November 5, Noisy 

Collection, p. 4 

• November 5, 

12:15pm, All Saints’ 

Potluck 

• November 7, 6:30pm, 

Men’s Bible Study, p. 4 

• November 12, 

Bookstore Open 

House, p. 3 

• November 14, noon, 

Messenger deadline 

Volume 32, Issue 21 

 

Exciting things are 

happening!  Our call 

process is moving forward!   

First, a look back.  Over the 

summer, we hosted a series 

of four “Listening Events” 

in which the congregation 

was invited to share their 

thoughts and desires 

around youth and family 

ministry and the person 

being called to lead that 

ministry, and learn from the 

insights and perspectives 

of others.  Those 

discussions 

resulted in two 

documents, a 

shorter one and a 

longer one, laying out 

our shared desires for 

this ministry.  The short 

document included these 

four statements: 

While the Youth Family 

Minister (YFM) will be 

skilled in organizing events 

and activities, facilitating 

relationships is a greater 

value. 

While the YFM will be a 

skilled teacher of God’s 

Word, nurturing a growing 

life of discipleship is a 

greater value. 

While the YFM will enjoy 

spending time with youth 

and having fun, cultivating a 

life of faith and service 

among our youth is a 

greater value. 

While the YFM will be a 

highly capable individual 

leader, building a ministry 

team involving youth, 

parents, and other adults is 

a greater value. 

The longer document 

expands on these four 

statements.  It will be used 

by the Call Committee in 

their search for a candidate, 

as well as by the youth 

ministry team as they 

continue to build and 

develop our youth ministry. 

(We will present the longer 

document in the November 

17 Messenger.) 

The call description also 

changed slightly.  The 

“Shawnee campus worship 

leader” component was 

removed and filled 

separately by Brandon 

Draper.  The ministry title 

changed from “Family Life 

Ministry Coordinator” to 

“Youth Family 

Minister.” What has 

not changed: this 

person will be 

primarily 

responsible for 

working with youth on 

BOTH campuses.  This 

person will continue to 

work hand in hand with 

Rhonda, Rhonda taking the 

lead on Children’s Ministry 

and this person taking the 

lead on Youth Ministry as 

we work together to grow 

disciples of ALL ages. The 

revised ministry description 

is available at tlcms.org/

YouthFamilyMinisterDescri

(Continued on page 2) 
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foyer. Orders are due by 

November 26. 

Mission sanctuary for 

Christmas. Please see the 

signup on the easel in the 

$5.50 per plant 

Poinsettia orders are now 

being taken to beautify the 

Poinsettia Orders  
 By Connie Koetting 

birth. These lessons will 

share the Christmas story 

from Isaiah and Luke and 

also share the history of 

four special hymns through 

Scripture, hands-on 

experiences, and hymn 

history. They even provide a 

family take-home sheet each 

week so you can continue 

the discussion/lesson at 

home together. 

worship. Please plan to have 

your child join us. 

We also will have special 

Christmas-focused lessons 

each week before we begin 

rehearsals. This year we will 

be digging into “Songs of 

the Christmas Story!”  

Christmas hymns and carols 

tell the true story of Jesus' 

Children's Christmas 

Rehearsal for K-5th grades 

begins THIS Sunday, 

November 5, during the 

Sunday school hour 9:45 - 

10:45am. 

Our worship is called 

“Come to Bethlehem and 

See!” The children will lead 

worship as they share the 

story of what happened 

that Christmas night in 

Bethlehem. 

We will be asking which 

role or roles your children 

would like in leading this 

Children’s Christmas Rehearsals 
 By Metro Lutheran Ministry 

ption or at the welcome 

center at each campus.    

Our Call Committee has 

also changed slightly.  With 

the change in ministry 

description approved this 

summer, it was a good time 

to re-evaluate who needed 

to be on the committee, and 

their ability to commit to 

the next season.  The 

members of the Call 

Committee include:  Kerry 

Barker, Julie Messbarger, 

Kristol Stenstrom, Rhonda 

Synovec, and Pastor Phil.  

These Call Committee 

members are always ready 

to talk with you about 

where we are in the process.  

Many thanks also to 

outgoing members Mark 

Linville, Lisa Miles, Ryker 

Stevens, and Ben Spalding 

for their work in the first 

part of this process.   

Now, a look forward:  We 

have received our call list 

back from the district!  

Your Call Committee is 

now in the process of 

Call Process Update (continued) 
praying over the list of 

names and information we 

have received.  In two 

weeks, we hope to narrow 

the list and begin scheduling 

interviews.   

Your part:   

Pray.  Pray for the members 

of the Call Committee, for 

the candidates, for this 

whole process as we move 

forward, that God would 

lead us to the right person, 

preparing both us and them 

for the ministry ahead. 

Get involved.  As a 

congregation, we have 

stated that youth and family 

ministry does not rest solely 

on the shoulders of one 

person, nor does it require 

that key leader to be here 

before any ministry to youth 

and their families can 

happen.  Consider joining 

the youth ministry team and 

helping to strengthen our 

ministry to youth and their 

families right now.  Contact 

Rhonda at rhonda@ 

tlcms.org if you’re 
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Christmas Open 
House 
The gift shop will be having 

a Christmas Open House 

on Sunday morning, 

November 12. Please come 

check out our selection of 

gifts for that special 

someone this holiday 

season.  

TLC Book and Gift Shop  
 By Gloria Garrelts 

Bible Covers 
Check out our new 

selection of Bible covers for 

young and old alike. These 

would be great gifts for 

second graders who will 

receive their Bibles soon.  

Reformation—the 

priesthood of the 

baptized—in full flower. We 

know that a powerful and 

faithful witness to the 

Gospel was given, and we 

pray that it touched new 

hearts for Christ and will 

produce abundant fruit 

beyond what we can ask or 

even imagine. To God be all 

glory! (Ephesians 3:20-21) 

Our good and gracious 

Lord, Creator of earth and 

all its inhabitants, You bless 

Your people with abundant 

grace, daily bread, and 

thankful hearts. Grant that 

only the praise to our Lord 

who graciously gives us all 

things. From beginning to 

end, the humility of the 

event made it more 

beautiful. We continue to 

hear so many people thank 

those who organized and 

participated in the event, 

saying how meaningful it 

was for them to attend and 

sing. Additionally, the DVD 

being produced will be a 

great blessing to those who 

were not able to attend. In 

so many ways, this was an 

excellent example of one of 

the main tenets of the 

It has been a few weeks 

since “We Sing the Faith” 

Hymn Festival at the 

Kauffman Center for the 

Performing Arts in 

commemoration of the 

500th Anniversary of the 

Reformation. Thank you 

SO MUCH to our 

members who gave of their 

time, talent, and resources 

to create such an inspiring 

and uplifting hymn festival! 

The congregation and choir 

gathered in an attitude of 

worship, and there was no 

boasting or praise of 

organizations or church—

Reformation 500 Hymn Festival  
 By Ben A. Spalding 

our days be spent in service 

to You, in remembrance of 

Your Son, our Savior, who 

has redeemed us and set us 

high upon a rock. Send 

Your Spirit among our 

congregations, that we may 

continue to sing Your 

praises each day. In Jesus’ 

name. Amen. 
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would be glad to print a 

copy for you. 

directory. This same 

information is always 

available on Trinity Cloud. 

If anyone would like a 

printed directory, let the 

church office know and we 

A new printed church 

directory has been 

produced in the church 

office. There are two kinds 

available, a contact 

directory and a photo 

Printed Directories 
 By Gretchen Hollman  

the Spirit and move toward 

becoming God’s best 

version of ourselves 

through our mind, our time, 

our relationships and our 

experiences. 

Ortberg’s book titled “The 

Me I Want to Be” on 

Tuesday, November 7, at 

6:30pm in room 201 at the 

Shawnee campus. Join us in 

this five-session study as we 

learn to live in the flow of 

Tuesday, November 7, 

6:30pm 

Shawnee Campus 

The Shawnee Men’s Group 

will begin a new video-

based bible study of John 

Men’s Bible Study: The Me I Want to Be 
 By Deacon Al von der Linden 

consider how God has 

blessed and enriched your 

lives. Thank you for your 

continued generosity at 

Trinity, as we continue to be 

"A Community Following 

Jesus."  

focusing more of our 

attention on discipleship. 

You are encouraged to 

consider how following 

Jesus is reflected in your 

financial support of his 

kingdom. We know with 

God’s help, we can do all 

things. Please prayerfully 

Your giving through 

September continues to be 

in line with our new 

increased budget. Expenses 

continue to be slightly 

under budget. We thank 

you for your generosity in 

supporting the ministries of 

Trinity. This year we will be 

Stewardship Corner 
 By Larry Conrad 

The Sunday school children will be having a noisy collection on Sunday, 

November 5, at all services. Bring your “noisy” loose change, and even some 

not-so-noisy money, if you feel so inclined. All money collected will be used to 

purchase Christmas gifts for needy children. 

NOISY COLLECTION 
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have done or 

failed to do. 

We thank 

God for His 

faithfulness! 

With this 

thought in 

mind, we do 

not look 

back at the 

troubles of the 

past but look 

forward to 

the joy set before us.  

provides is enough to meet 

our needs and to respond to 

the needs of others. He has 

promised us, "You have 

been made rich in every way 

so that you can be generous 

in every way" (2 Corinthians 

9:11). Demonstrate your 

thankfulness this season. 

Each holiday our generosity 

is our response to the many 

promises of God, including 

the promise that our sins 

are forgiven, made certain 

by the suffering and death 

of Jesus Christ, and the 

promise that the Lord is 

always with us, made certain 

by the gift of the Holy Spirit 

whom we have received 

through Baptism. These 

promises remain valid and 

true, regardless of what we 

Your contributions are but 

one method of expressing 

your joy for what Christ 

has done. View and print 

your giving statement from 

Trinity Cloud. For anyone 

who is unable to access 

Trinity Cloud just call the 

office and we will happily 

print a giving statement at 

any time.  

The Lord does love us! He 

loved us enough to send 

His Son to deliver us from 

sin, death, and the power 

of the devil—not with 

cheap gold or silver but 

with His precious, innocent 

suffering and death. He 

continues to "richly and 

daily provide all that we 

need" to live a fruitful and 

healthy life. What the Lord 

Quarterly Giving Statements 
 By Larry Conrad 

proceeds going to their class 

trips. It is held at Bethany 

Lutheran Church and 

School, 9101 Lamar 

Avenue, Overland Park, 

KS. Over 50 vendors will 

be open for early Christmas 

shopping from 9am – 3pm. 

Live entertainment and 

concessions will be 

featured, too! For vendor 

booth information, contact 

Christ Lutheran School, 913

-754-5888. 

November 18 

Bethany Lutheran 

Church 

9101 Lamar Avenue 

Overland Park, KS 

Gift and Craft Fair 
9am-3pm 

The Craft Fair is sponsored 

by the eighth grade classes 

from Christ Lutheran 

School and Bethany 

Lutheran School, with 

Bountiful Blessings Gift and Craft Festival 

Book Signing 
10am – noon 

Additionally, Mr. Greg 

Hardin, author and 

illustrator will be signing his 

newest children’s book, 

When I Grow Up, I Want To 

Be A K-State Wildcat and 

When I Grow Up, I Want To 

Be A Jayhawk from 10am – 

noon. He will have his book 

and various posters on hand 

for you to purchase. 
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– Tuesday, December 5 

Where: Immanuel Lutheran 

Church, 1700 Westport 

Road, Kansas City, MO 

64109 

What: Receive warehouse 

deliveries and set up the 

store. 

Who: Organizational 

experts, Christmas Store 

veterans, and adults/older 

youth to help carry boxes 

For additional 

information about signing 

up, please visit tlcms.org. 

Where: Immanuel Lutheran 

Church, 1700 Westport 

Road, Kansas City, MO 

64109 

What: Walk through the 

store with guests and help 

them shop, assist with other 

Christmas Store needs. 

Who: Friendly, joyful 

people of all ages. Some 

carrying may be required. 

Christmas Store Set
-up 
When: Sunday, December 3 

Metro Lutheran Ministry 

staff and volunteers are 

busy preparing for the 2017 

Christmas Store! With your 

help, MLM will serve over 

850 families at this special 

event. New this year, 

registration will take place 

at MLM throughout the 

month of October.  

Christmas Store 

Elves (most needed!) 

When: Wednesday, 

December 6 – Saturday, 

December 9  

MLM Christmas Store Volunteers Needed 
 By Metro Lutheran Ministry 

move from a full-time 

custodian to a custodial 

service at the Mission 

campus, we are in need of 

one or more volunteers to 

put the finishing touches 

on the facility setups each 

morning. If you are 

It is a goal of the support 

department of Trinity to 

provide all who enter and 

use our facilities with the 

best possible experience, 

from hospitality to cleaning 

and room setups. Now that 

we are adjusting to the 

It’s the Little Things That Matter 
 By Gretchen Hollman 

interested in helping, 

contact Gretchen Hollman, 

gretchen@tlcms.org, or 

Larry Conrad, 

larry@tlcms.org. We would 

be delighted to have the 

help! 

The holidays are coming! 

Please bring food to help 

others through Metro 

Lutheran Ministry.  

Grocery sacks will be 

distributed on Sunday 

November 5. Please use 

these sacks to bring food to 

church by Sunday, 

November 19. 

MLM Thanksgiving Food Drive 
 By Susie Schram 

Needed Items:  

• Canned meals: stews, soups, tuna 

• Peanut butter and jelly  

• Grains: cereal, rice, pasta  

• Canned fruits and vegetables 
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Prayers Therefore encourage one another... 
 1 Thessalonians 5:11 ESV 

Birthdays 
November 8 – Michael Guerry, Allen Snyder, Janet Thomas, 

Joellen Wallace, Josephine Sullivan 
November 9 – Karen Baxter, Elaine Conrad,  Linda Denis, 

Tiffany Hall, Stephanie Mingos, Nathan Mojica, Ana 
Morrow, Taylor Stewart 

November 10 – Carolyn Weisheit 
November 11 – Larry Hanusch, Debbie Mason, Howard 

Nellis, Nancy Schulz 
November 12 – Pam Burris, Tom Dempsey, Shirley 

Erickson, Judy Gross, Terry Klausen, Dianna Mayfield, 
Colton Obrist, Skip Phelps,  Harrison Vaughn, Ardyn 
West, Elijah West 

November 13 – Kay Cox, Frank Emert, Angela Jeppesen, 
Luke Keller, Breanne Olson 

November 14 – Sandy McArthur, Vicki Ortiz 
November 15 – Lyle Bonn, Carol Ohlde, Conrad Wells 
November 16 – Megan Eckman, Michael McSweyn, Erica 

Minton 
November 17 – Leitha Archer, Lois Hanauer, Mary Kris 

Nolte, Lexi Oehlert 
November 18 – Roland Boehnke, Deryl Hancock, Renee 

Jones, Jerry Stephenson 
November 19 – Dayton Bohr, Casey Hancock,  Nancy 

Holloway 
November 20 – Lisa Delaney, Mamie Dunker, Justin Shields 
November 21 – Rita Bartlett, Kyle Mayfield, Janet Vetter  

Retirement Facility/Homebound 
Rita Bartlett, Good Samaritan 

Betty Becker, Park Meadows 

Norma Brock, at home 

Ray Buckley, Healthcare Resort of Shawnee Mission 

Phyllis Corthon, Victory Hills  

Ted Dahl, at home 

Conrad Fassold, Lakeview Village 

Allene Gantz, Addington Place 

Ona Jean Harvey, at home 

Lois Haubein, Overland Park Place 

Phyllis Henderson, at home 

Lois Klausen, Delmar Gardens of OP 

Jean Klemp, McCrites Plaza Asst. Living 

Ruth Kroenke, at home 

Bob Mann, Vintage Park, Gardner 

Betty Peppers, Park Meadows 

Garry and Joanne Schottman, at home 

Jerry and Mary Ellen Stephenson, at Santa Marta 

Jeanne Stevenson, Kingswood 

Helen Wendlandt, at home 

George Zschoche, Aberdeen Village 

Member Prayers-Mission 
Bob Bonn 

Tom Dempsey 

Quintyn Hendrich 

Gretchen and Bob Hollman 

Denise Loeffler 

Clay Miller 

Don Unger 

George Vetter 

Member Prayers-Shawnee 
Patt Alft 

Anniversaries and birthdays are listed from November 8-21.  

If your birthday or anniversary is not listed, please contact the church office. 

Anniversaries 
 
Jose & Stephanie Villarreal .......................... November 8 (3rd) 
Dave & Nancy Rothe................................. November 9 (26th) 
Charlie & Karen Barth ............................. November 14 (58th) 
Dave & Peggy Olson ............................... November 18 (17th) 
Mark & Nancy Schulz .............................. November 20 (34th) 
Fred & Martha Chael ............................... November 21 (64th) 

Memory Verse: 1 John 3:1 

How great is the love the Father has lavished on us, 
 that we should be called children of God!   

And that is what we are! 



Page 8 Volume 32, Issue 21 

tlcms.org 

Phone: 913-432-5441 

Preschool: 913-563-5280 

Email: tlcinfo@tlcms.org 

Trinity Lutheran Church 

Mission Campus 
5601 West 62nd Street, Mission, Kansas 66202 

Saturday Evening 
5:30pm Communion Service 

Sunday Mornings 

8:30am Family-focused Worship with Communion 

9:45am Praise Service with Communion 

9:45am Sunday School 

11am Family-focused Worship with Communion 

Shawnee Campus 
21320 Midland Drive, Shawnee, Kansas 66218 

Sunday Mornings 

8:30am Family-focused Worship with Communion 

9:45am Sunday School 

11am Family-focused Worship with Communion 

Nursery 

A professionally staffed nursery for ages six months to three years 
is available during most worship services and Sunday School. 

Trinity Staff: 
Mark Schulz, Senior Pastor: mark@tlcms.org 
Phil Cook, Lead Pastor, Shawnee Campus: phil@tlcms.org  
Ron Flentgen, Associate Pastor:  ron@tlcms.org 
Benjamin Vineyard, Pastor of Disciple Formation: benjamin@tlcms.org 
Rhonda Synovec, Director of Family Life Ministry: rhonda@tlcms.org 
Ben A. Spalding, Director of Music: bens@tlcms.org 
Jo Ann Emerson, Preschool Director: joann@tlcms.org 
Tom Perry, Senior Ministry Leader: tom@tlcms.org 
Lara West, Organist: lara@tlcms.org 
Larry Conrad, Administrator: larry@tlcms.org 
Gretchen Hollman, Office Supervisor: gretchen@tlcms.org 
Barb Estes, Office Support: barb@tlcms.org  
 

Pastoral Emergency Contacts: 
Pastor Mark Schulz - 913-231-9726 Pastor Phil Cook -  972-955-8801  

Pastor Ben Vineyard - 913-538-1517 Pastor Ron Flentgen - 913-748-6670 

Submit articles to: Gretchen@tlcms.org. The Messenger is printed on the 

first and third Thursdays of each month. 

The next deadline is Nov. 14 at noon. 

The Messenger 

sale dates. The large 

purple and white mite 

box will be available on 

the coffee table to deposit 

your loose change. One 

of the many mission 

projects being supported 

by your donation is Christ 

for Veterans and Their 

Families. Learn more 

about this project from 

the poster behind the 

mite box. Thank you for 

your support!  

LWML coffee and tea 

sale will be held between 

worship services at the 

Mission campus on 

Sunday, November 12. 

Be sure to stop by the 

table to select from the 

wide variety of flavors 

available for all your 

holiday entertaining and 

gift-giving needs. 

Selected varieties are also 

available for purchase in 

the gift shop between 

LWML Coffee and Tea Sale 
 By Elfriede Mohling 
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