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In our worship services this weekend we celebrate The Epiphany of Our Lord. 

(Epiphany actually falls on January 6 every year, but we often celebrate it on the 

closest Sunday.) Epiphany is frequently referred to as the “Gentile Christmas” because 

the focus is on the biblical truth that Jesus came as the Messiah or Savior for all 

people. In the first lesson from Isaiah 60, Isaiah prophesies about how “the nations” 

will come to Jerusalem to see the light and glory of God revealed there. St. Paul carries 

forward the Epiphany theme in the second lesson from Ephesians 3. Paul speaks of 

the “mystery” now revealed—that Gentiles have become fellow heirs with Jews, 
“partakers of the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel” (Ephesians 3:6). The 

traditional Gospel lesson for Epiphany is the story of the wise men as recorded in 

Matthew 2. The coming of these strange visitors from the east is seen as a fulfillment 

of Isaiah’s prophecy. God provides a star to guide the wise men to the place where 

they find Jesus. Clearly the coming of God’s Messiah is intended to be good news for 

all people. God has revealed his salvation to us and now calls us to let the light of 

Christ shine in our daily lives.  

Isaiah 66:18-23 

Acts 15:1-21 

Galatians 3:26-29 
 



 How Brightly Shines the Morning Star  

 Dietrich Buxtehude  

 Songs of Thankfulness and Praise 

 LSB 394 | ST. GEORGE’S, WINDSOR 

 

(Isaiah 60:1,2b )   
L Arise, shine, for your light has come, 

C and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you. 

L The Lord will arise upon you, 

C and his glory will be seen by you.    

L In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 



 

L As we gather as God's people, the light of God's holiness shines upon us. We are mindful of our sins and the 

darkness that is a part of our lives. Let us confess our sins and receive God's promised forgiveness.  

L We join the tax collector in the temple as we declare, 

C God, be merciful to me, a sinner. 

L God has heard your confession. His light shines in our hearts, dispelling the darkness of sin. Your sins are 

forgiven for Jesus' sake. 

C Thanks be to God! Amen. 

 Thy Word 

 Refrain only, two times | THY WORD 

  

L The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

L Let us pray. Lord God, on this day you revealed your Son to the nations by the leading of a star. Lead us now 

by faith to know your presence in our lives, and bring us at last to the full vision of your glory. We pray this in 

Jesus' name. 

C Amen. 



 Isaiah 60:1–6 (ESV) 

Arise, shine, for your light has come, 

and the glory of the LORD has risen upon you. 

For behold, darkness shall cover the earth, 

and thick darkness the peoples; 

but the LORD will arise upon you, 

and his glory will be seen upon you. 

And nations shall come to your light, 

and kings to the brightness of your rising. 
Lift up your eyes all around, and see; 

they all gather together, they come to you; 

your sons shall come from afar, 

and your daughters shall be carried on the hip. 

Then you shall see and be radiant; 

your heart shall thrill and exult, 

because the abundance of the sea shall be turned to you, 

the wealth of the nations shall come to you. 

A multitude of camels shall cover you, 

the young camels of Midian and Ephah; 

all those from Sheba shall come. 

They shall bring gold and frankincense, 

and shall bring good news, the praises of the LORD. 
 

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 



 Jesus Shall Reign  

 LSB 832 | DUKE STREET 

 Ephesians 3:1–12 (ESV) 
For this reason I, Paul, a prisoner for Christ Jesus on behalf of you Gentiles— assuming that you have heard of the 

stewardship of God’s grace that was given to me for you, how the mystery was made known to me by revelation, as 

I have written briefly. When you read this, you can perceive my insight into the mystery of Christ, which was not 

made known to the sons of men in other generations as it has now been revealed to his holy apostles and prophets 

by the Spirit. This mystery is that the Gentiles are fellow heirs, members of the same body, and partakers of the 

promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel. 

Of this gospel I was made a minister according to the gift of God’s grace, which was given me by the working of his 

power. To me, though I am the very least of all the saints, this grace was given, to preach to the Gentiles the 
unsearchable riches of Christ, and to bring to light for everyone what is the plan of the mystery hidden for ages in 

God who created all things, so that through the church the manifold wisdom of God might now be made known 

to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly places. This was according to the eternal purpose that he has realized 

in Christ Jesus our Lord, in whom we have boldness and access with confidence through our faith in him.  

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 



 

 As with Gladness Men of Old 

 LSB 397: 1 | DIX 

 Matthew 2:1–12 (ESV) 
Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold, wise men from the east 

came to Jerusalem, saying, “Where is he who has been born king of the Jews? For we saw his star when it rose and 

have come to worship him.” When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him; and 

assembling all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Christ was to be born. 

They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it is written by the prophet: 

“‘And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 
are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 

for from you shall come a ruler 

who will shepherd my people Israel.’” 

Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly and ascertained from them what time the star had appeared. And 

he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child, and when you have found him, bring 

me word, that I too may come and worship him.” After listening to the king, they went on their way. And behold, 

the star that they had seen when it rose went before them until it came to rest over the place where the child was. 

When they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy. And going into the house they saw the child with 

Mary his mother, and they fell down and worshiped him. Then, opening their treasures, they offered him gifts, 

gold and frankincense and myrrh. And being warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they departed to their 

own country by another way. 

L This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to you, O Christ. 



 As with Gladness Men of Old  

 LSB 397: 5 | DIX 

  “God Revealed"  

 based on Matthew 2:1-12 

 

Think about      a gift. 

Epiphany is God      His Christmas gift to us. 

Note how that gift was revealed to the     .  —vv. 1-2, 9-10, 12 

Think of how the gift is revealed to     !  
—Psalm 119:105; 1 Corinthians 1:22-24; Galatians 3:27; 1 Corinthians 10:16 

The reality is that God reveals Himself to us      and     . 

Do we      and     ?  
—Luke 2:15-17; vv. 1-2; Isaiah 60:1-4; Matthew 5:14-16; 1 John 4:7-12 

 



  

C We believe in one God, 

 the Father, the Almighty, 

 maker of heaven and earth, 

 of all that is, seen and unseen. 

 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

 the only Son of God, 

 eternally begotten of the Father, 

 God from God, Light from Light, 

 true God from true God, 

 begotten, not made, 

 of one Being with the Father. 

 Through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 

  he came down from heaven; 

  by the power of the Holy Spirit 

  he became incarnate from the virgin Mary, 
           and was made man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

  he suffered death and was buried. 

  On the third day he rose again 

   in accordance with the Scriptures; 

  he ascended into heaven 

   and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

  and his kingdom will have no end. 

 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

 who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

 With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
 He has spoken through the prophets. 

 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

 We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

 We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

  and the life T of the world to come.  Amen. 



 O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright 

 LSB 395: 1, 2, 5, 6 | WIE SCHÖN LEUCHTET 

5 O let the harps break forth in sound! 

Our joy be all with music crowned, 

    Our voices gladly blending! 

For Christ goes with us all the way— 

Today, tomorrow, ev’ry day! 
    His love is never ending! 

        Sing out! Ring out! 

    Jubilation! 

    Exultation! 

        Tell the story! 

Great is He, the King of Glory! 

 

6 What joy to know, when life is past, 

The Lord we love is first and last, 

    The end and the beginning! 

He will one day, oh, glorious grace, 

Transport us to that happy place 

    Beyond all tears and sinning! 

        Amen! Amen! 
    Come, Lord Jesus! 

    Crown of gladness! 

        We are yearning 

For the day of Your returning! 



 Partita on “I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light” 

 John Behnke 

  

C Our Father, who art in heaven, 

   hallowed be thy name, 

  Thy kingdom come,  

  Thy will be done on earth  

   as it is in heaven. 

  Give us this day our daily bread; 

  and forgive us our trespasses, 

   as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

  and lead us not into temptation, 

  but deliver us from evil. 

 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
  and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 



 We Three Kings 

 THREE KINGS OF ORIENT 

 



 Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow 

 THE FIRST NOEL | arr. Willcocks  

 Him,__  all  crea  -  tures here__ be -  low;  Praise  Him  a    - 

 Praise  God,__  from  whom  all__ bless  -  ings  flow;  Praise__ 

 bove,  ye__  heav'n - ly  host:  Praise  Fa   -  ther,  

 Son,  and  Ho     -  ly  Ghost.  No -  el,  No  -  el,  No - 

 el,  No -  el,__  Born is  the  King  of  Is -  ra -  el! 



L The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face to shine on you and be gracious to you.   

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 

 Hail to the Lord's Anointed 

 LSB 398 | FREUT EUCH, IHR LIEBEN 

5 O’er ev’ry foe victorious, 
    He on His throne shall rest, 

From age to age more glorious, 

    All blessing and all-blest. 

The tide of time shall never 

    His covenant remove; 

His name shall stand forever— 

    That name to us is Love. 

 



L Go in peace. Serve the Lord! 

C Thanks be to God. 

 Partita on “I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light” 

 John Behnke 
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Worship Leaders  

Stewardship Corner 
And let us consider how to 
provoke one another to love 
and good deeds…  

Hebrews 10:2 (NRSV)  
 

Altar Flowers 
The altar flowers are given by  
Bill and Charlene Millsap in 
celebration of Bill’s 90th 
birthday. 

Announcements Announcements 
Call Process: Interviews!  

Over the last few 
weeks, the Call 
Committee has read 
through and prayed 
over the information 
on eleven different 

DCE candidates.  Our hope is to narrow that 
list to two or three candidates whom we 
will then invite for on-site interviews, 
happening some time in January. We ask 
that you continue to lift this process up in 
your prayers.  

Children’s Book Collection 
The Abigail Circle is looking 

to collect children’s books 
during the month of 

January to be 
donated to Reach 

out and Read KC, 
www.reachout 

andreadkc.org.  Last year was our first year 
doing this and it was a great success! We 
ended up with a trunk full! We are asking 
for book donations again this year and will 
be collecting books from December 31 – 
January 28. The books need to be for 
children from birth to age 5. 

Noisy Collection 
The next noisy collection 
is TODAY, Sunday, 
January 7, in all services. 
Bring your “noisy” (and 
not so noisy) change to 
donate for the Sunday 

school effort. This collection will help Metro 
Lutheran Ministry to fund electric bills for 
those less fortunate. 

LWML Coffee and Tea Sale  
Between worship services, 

Mission Campus,  Sunday, 
January 14. One of the 
many mission projects 
being supported by your 
mite box donation is 

Providing Food and the Gospel to Starving 
Children. Learn more about this project 
from the poster behind the mite box. Thank 
you for your support!  

Sola Social 
Saturday, January 27, 3pm, 
Mission Campus. If you are 
at least 60 years old and are 
in for a wee bit of mystery, 
we would like to have you 
join us for a Sola Social on 
January 27 at 3pm in the 

fellowship hall at the Mission campus. A 
meal will be provided free of charge, and a 
light-hearted activity is planned which will 
take a look at the life of Martin Luther. A 
sign-up sheet is available at the welcome 
center, and we hope to see your name on it! 
A freewill offering basket will be made 
available at the social. 
 

Preschool Open House and 
Enrollment 
Dates 
Open House 
Friday, January 
12 

10am-2pm 
Tours, enrollment packets, 
children’s activities, 

refreshments. We hope to see you at 
this come-and-go event! 

Enrollment Dates 
Current family enrollment begins Friday, 

January 26, online at 8am. 
Church family/alumni enrollment begins 

Friday, February 2, online at 8am. 
New family enrollment begins Friday, 

February 2, online at noon. 

Can’t make the Open House? 
Tours are available by appointment – call 
913-563-5280. 
 

2018 Altar Flower Chart -  
Mission Campus  

Would you like a meaningful 
way to commemorate a 
special event in your life or 

the life of a loved one? The 2018 
altar flower chart is now available for 
signups in the Mission Campus foyer.  


