


Worship Note: Good Friday worship is actually the second part of the worship service 

that began on Maundy Thursday and that will conclude with Easter. The entire three-

part service is known as the "triduum." Thus the first portion of tonight's service has 

the feel of being "already in progress” as it begins with the Confession and Absolution 

in preparation for receiving Holy Communion. 

 

T 

 

 

Prelude  ............................................ Siciliana from Sonata No. 1 in G minor 

 BWV 1001 | J.S. Bach | Zsolt Eder, violin 

Choir Introit ............................................................... Forsaken 

 Dan Forrest 

“How long, O God, will You neglect my prayer? 

Will You forget these tears of dark despair? 

Yet not My will, but Yours alone be done: 

Forsake not man, but Me—Your sinless Son. 

I, Christ the Son, obey Your great command, 

Enduring punishment for sinful man. 

As Son and silent Lamb, I choose this path: 

Accept rejection to appease Your wrath. 

 

“O why, My God, have You forsaken Me? 

Why have You now refused My final plea? 

Though I cry out in sorrow, pain, and fear, 

You turn Your back in silence, disappear. 

I, Christ the Son, bear all their sin alone, 

Embracing judgment from Your glorious throne. 

As Son and spotless Lamb, I shed My blood 

To bring them boldly to Your face, My God. 

“Forsake not man, but Me, Your sinless Son.”  

Words of Welcome 



Confession and Absolution (from Isaiah 53) 

L He was despised and rejected by men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief . . . 

C he was despised, and we esteemed him not. 

L Surely he has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows; 

C yet we esteemed him stricken, smitten by God, and afflicted. 

 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

L He was wounded for our transgressions; he was crushed for our iniquities; upon him was the 

chastisement that brought us peace, and with his stripes we are healed. Your sins are forgiven for 

Jesus’ sake. 

C Thanks be to God. Amen. 

Offering ...................................................... My Song Is Love Unknown 

 arr. Christopher Robinson | Choir Anthem 

 

My song is love unknown, 

    My Savior’s love to me, 

Love to the loveless shown, 

    That they might lovely be. 

O, who am I 

    That for my sake 

    My Lord should take 

Frail flesh and die? 

 

He came from his blest throne, 

    Salvation to bestow: 

But men made strange, and none 

    The longed-for Christ would know. 

But, O, my Friend, 

    My Friend indeed, 

    Who at my need 

His life did spend! 

 

Sometimes they strew his way 

    And his sweet praises sing; 

Resounding all the day 

    Hosannas to their King. 

Then “Crucify!” 

    Is all their breath, 

    And for his death 

They thirst and cry. 

 

 

They rise, and needs will have 

    My dear Lord made away; 

A murderer they save, 

    The Prince of Life they slay. 

Yet cheerful he 

    To suff’ring goes 

    That he his foes 

From thence might free. 

 

Here might I stay and sing, 

    No story so divine; 

Never was love, dear King, 

    Never was grief like thine! 

This is my Friend, 

    In whose sweet praise 

    I all my days 

Could gladly spend. 



The Lord’s Supper 
Words of Institution 

Communion Anthem ..........................Agnus Dei (The Ground) 

 Ola Gjeilo 
Pleni sunt caeli et terra gloria tua. 

Osanna, Osanna in excelsis. 

 

Benedictus qui venit in nomine Domini. 

Benedictus qui venit. Osanna, Osanna in excelsis. 

 

Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata mundi, 

Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata mundi, 

Dona nobis pacem. 

Communion Hymn .................................. O Perfect Life of Love 

 LSB 452 | O mein Jesu, ich muss sterben 

6. In ev’ry time of need, 

Before the judgment throne,  

 Thy work, O Lamb of God, I’ll plead,  

Thy merits, not mine own.

Heaven and earth are full of thy glory. 

Hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 

 

Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Blessed is He who comes. Hosanna in the highest. 

 

Lamb of God, who takest away the sin of the world, 

Lamb of God, who takest away the sin of the world, 

Grant us peace. 

7.  Yet work, O Lord, in me 

As Thou for me hast wrought; 

And let my love the answer be 

To grace Thy love has brought. 



The Service of Tenebrae 

The word “Tenebrae” is Latin for “shadows” or “darkness.” The purpose of the Tenebrae service is to re-

create the emotional aspects of the Passion story, through the reading of the Passion narrative and the 

sequential extinguishing of candles.  

Jesus Is Arrested 
Scripture Reading .............................. John 18: 1-14 (ESV) 

When Jesus had spoken these words, he went out with his disciples across the brook Kidron, where there 

was a garden, which he and his disciples entered. Now Judas, who betrayed him, also knew the place, for 

Jesus often met there with his disciples. So Judas, having procured a band of soldiers and some officers 

from the chief priests and the Pharisees, went there with lanterns and torches and weapons. Then Jesus, 

knowing all that would happen to him, came forward and said to them, “Whom do you seek?” They 

answered him, “Jesus of Nazareth.” Jesus said to them, “I am he.” Judas, who betrayed him, was standing 

with them. When Jesus said to them, “I am he,” they drew back and fell to the ground. So he asked them 

again, “Whom do you seek?” And they said, “Jesus of Nazareth.” Jesus answered, “I told you that I am he. 

So, if you seek me, let these men go.” This was to fulfill the word that he had spoken: “Of those whom you 

gave me I have lost not one.” Then Simon Peter, having a sword, drew it and struck the high priest's 

servant and cut off his right ear. (The servant's name was Malchus.) So Jesus said to Peter, “Put your 

sword into its sheath; shall I not drink the cup that the Father has given me?” 

So the band of soldiers and their captain and the officers of the Jews arrested Jesus and bound him. First 

they led him to Annas, for he was the father-in-law of Caiaphas, who was high priest that year. It was 

Caiaphas who had advised the Jews that it would be expedient that one man should die for the people. 

Meditation 
The first candle is extinguished followed by silent meditation. 

Choir Anthem ..................................................... Wondrous Love 

 Wondrous Love | arr. Trevor Manor  

What wondrous love is this, O my soul, O my soul! 

What wondrous love is this, O my soul! 

What wondrous love is this 

That caused the Lord of bliss 

To bear the dreadful curse for my soul, for my soul, 

To bear the dreadful curse for my soul? 

 

When I was sinking down, sinking down, sinking down, 

When I was sinking down, sinking down, 

When I was sinking down 

Beneath God’s righteous frown, 

Christ laid aside his crown for my soul, for my soul, 

Christ laid aside his crown for my soul. 

To God and to the Lamb I will sing, I will sing, 

To God and to the Lamb I will sing; 

I will sing to God, to the Lamb,  

Who is the great “I AM,” 

While millions join the theme, I will sing, I will sing; 

While millions join the theme ,I will sing! 

While millions join the theme, I will sing! 

I will sing! 



Peter’s Denial and  

Jesus Appears before the High Priest 
Scripture Reading .............................. John 18:15-27 (ESV) 

Simon Peter followed Jesus, and so did another disciple. Since that disciple was known to the high priest, 

he entered with Jesus into the courtyard of the high priest, but Peter stood outside at the door. So the 

other disciple, who was known to the high priest, went out and spoke to the servant girl who kept watch 

at the door, and brought Peter in. The servant girl at the door said to Peter, “You also are not one of this 

man's disciples, are you?” He said, “I am not.” Now the servants and officers had made a charcoal fire, 

because it was cold, and they were standing and warming themselves. Peter also was with them, standing 

and warming himself. 

The high priest then questioned Jesus about his disciples and his teaching. Jesus answered him, “I have 

spoken openly to the world. I have always taught in synagogues and in the temple, where all Jews come 

together. I have said nothing in secret. Why do you ask me? Ask those who have heard me what I said to 

them; they know what I said.” When he had said these things, one of the officers standing by struck Jesus 

with his hand, saying, “Is that how you answer the high priest?” Jesus answered him, “If what I said is 

wrong, bear witness about the wrong; but if what I said is right, why do you strike me?” Annas then sent 

him bound to Caiaphas the high priest. 

Now Simon Peter was standing and warming himself. So they said to him, “You also are not one of his 

disciples, are you?” He denied it and said, “I am not.” One of the servants of the high priest, a relative of the 

man whose ear Peter had cut off, asked, “Did I not see you in the garden with him?” Peter again denied it, 

and at once a rooster crowed. 

Meditation 
The second candle is extinguished followed by silent meditation. 



Hymn ...................................................... When I Survey the Wondrous Cross  

 Rockingham Old | arr. Tom Wiggall 

All in unison 

Were the whole realm of nature mine,  

That were a present far too small,  

Love so amazing, so divine,  

Demands my soul, my life, my all. 

 

 When  I____  sur -  vey  the  won   -  drous  Cross,___ On  
 For   -  bid____ it,  Lord,  that  I  should boast____ Save  
 See,  from___ his  head,  his  hands,  his  feet____ Sor- 

 which____  the  Prince____  of  glo       -  ry  died,____  My  
 in____  the  death____ of  Christ,____  my  God;____  All  
 row____ and  love____ flow  min      -  gled  down!____  Did  

 rich         -  est  gain____  I  count____  but  loss,  And  
 the____  vain  things____  that  charm____  me  most,    I  
 e’er____  such  love____  and  sor      -  row  meet,   Or  

 pour____  con    -  tempt  on  all____   my  pride. 
 Sa             -  cri      -  fice                 them  to____  His  blood. 
 thorns____  com   -  pose  so  rich ____   a  crown? 

All in unison 
All in harmony 

Women in unison 



Jesus Appears before Pilate 

Scripture Reading .................................. John 18:28-38 (ESV) 
Then they led Jesus from the house of Caiaphas to the governor's headquarters. It was early morning. 

They themselves did not enter the governor's headquarters, so that they would not be defiled, but could 

eat the Passover. So Pilate went outside to them and said, “What accusation do you bring against this 

man?” They answered him, “If this man were not doing evil, we would not have delivered him over to 

you.” Pilate said to them, “Take him yourselves and judge him by your own law.” The Jews said to him, “It 

is not lawful for us to put anyone to death.” This was to fulfill the word that Jesus had spoken to show by 

what kind of death he was going to die. 

So Pilate entered his headquarters again and called Jesus and said to him, “Are you the King of the Jews?” 

Jesus answered, “Do you say this of your own accord, or did others say it to you about me?” Pilate 

answered, “Am I a Jew? Your own nation and the chief priests have delivered you over to me. What have 

you done?” Jesus answered, “My kingdom is not of this world. If my kingdom were of this world, my 

servants would have been fighting, that I might not be delivered over to the Jews. But my kingdom is not 

from the world.” Then Pilate said to him, “So you are a king?” Jesus answered, “You say that I am a king. 

For this purpose I was born and for this purpose I have come into the world—to bear witness to the truth. 

Everyone who is of the truth listens to my voice.” Pilate said to him, “What is truth?” 

After he had said this, he went back outside to the Jews and told them, “I find no guilt in him.” 

Meditation 
The third candle is extinguished followed by silent meditation.     



Hymn ............................................................................ Ah, Holy Jesus 

 Herzliebster Jesu | arr. John Ferguson  

 
Choir:  

Your love unswerving, 

Not my deserving. 

 

Choir 
Men 

Women 
Choir 

All 



Jesus Is Handed Over to Be Crucified 

Scripture Reading ................................... John 19:1-16 (ESV) 

Then Pilate took Jesus and flogged him. And the soldiers twisted together a crown of thorns and put it on 

his head and arrayed him in a purple robe. They came up to him, saying, “Hail, King of the Jews!” and 

struck him with their hands. Pilate went out again and said to them, “See, I am bringing him out to you that 

you may know that I find no guilt in him.” So Jesus came out, wearing the crown of thorns and the purple 

robe. Pilate said to them, “Behold the man!” When the chief priests and the officers saw him, they cried 

out, “Crucify him, crucify him!” Pilate said to them, “Take him yourselves and crucify him, for I find no guilt 

in him.” The Jews answered him, “We have a law, and according to that law he ought to die because he has 

made himself the Son of God.” When Pilate heard this statement, he was even more afraid. He entered his 

headquarters again and said to Jesus, “Where are you from?” But Jesus gave him no answer. So Pilate said 

to him, “You will not speak to me? Do you not know that I have authority to release you and authority to 

crucify you?” Jesus answered him, “You would have no authority over me at all unless it had been given 

you from above. Therefore he who delivered me over to you has the greater sin.” 

From then on Pilate sought to release him, but the Jews cried out, “If you release this man, you are not 

Caesar's friend. Everyone who makes himself a king opposes Caesar.” So when Pilate heard these words, 

he brought Jesus out and sat down on the judgment seat at a place called The Stone Pavement, and in 

Aramaic Gabbatha. Now it was the day of Preparation of the Passover. It was about the sixth hour. He said 

to the Jews, “Behold your King!” They cried out, “Away with him, away with him, crucify him!” Pilate said 

to them, “Shall I crucify your King?” The chief priests answered, “We have no king but Caesar.” So he 

delivered him over to them to be crucified. 

Meditation 
The fourth candle is extinguished followed by silent meditation. 



Hymn ........................................................ O Sacred Head, Now Wounded 

 LSB 449 | Passion Chorale  

Choir 



The Crucifixion 
Scripture Reading .................................. John 19:17-27 (ESV)    

And he went out, bearing his own cross, to the place called The Place of a Skull, which in Aramaic is called 

Golgotha. There they crucified him, and with him two others, one on either side, and Jesus between them. 

Pilate also wrote an inscription and put it on the cross. It read, “Jesus of Nazareth, the King of the Jews.” 

Many of the Jews read this inscription, for the place where Jesus was crucified was near the city, and it was 

written in Aramaic, in Latin, and in Greek. So the chief priests of the Jews said to Pilate, “Do not write, ‘The 

King of the Jews,’ but rather, ‘This man said, I am King of the Jews.’” Pilate answered, “What I have written 

I have written.” 

When the soldiers had crucified Jesus, they took his garments and divided them into four parts, one part 

for each soldier; also his tunic. But the tunic was seamless, woven in one piece from top to bottom, so they 

said to one another, “Let us not tear it, but cast lots for it to see whose it shall be.” This was to fulfill the 

Scripture which says, 

“They divided my garments among them, 

    and for my clothing they cast lots.” 

So the soldiers did these things, but standing by the cross of Jesus were his mother and his mother's sister, 

Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. When Jesus saw his mother and the disciple whom he loved 

standing nearby, he said to his mother, “Woman, behold, your son!” Then he said to the disciple, “Behold, 

your mother!” And from that hour the disciple took her to his own home. 

Meditation 
The fifth candle is extinguished followed by silent meditation. 

Instrumental Reflection ....... Adagio from Sonata No. 1 in G minor 

 BWV 1001 | J.S. Bach | Zsolt Eder, violin 

 



The Death of Jesus 
Scripture Reading .................................. John 19:28-37 (ESV) 

After this, Jesus, knowing that all was now finished, said (to fulfill the Scripture), “I thirst.” A jar full of sour 

wine stood there, so they put a sponge full of the sour wine on a hyssop branch and held it to his mouth. 

When Jesus had received the sour wine, he said, “It is finished,” and he bowed his head and gave up his 

spirit. 

Since it was the day of Preparation, and so that the bodies would not remain on the cross on the Sabbath 

(for that Sabbath was a high day), the Jews asked Pilate that their legs might be broken and that they 

might be taken away. So the soldiers came and broke the legs of the first, and of the other who had been 

crucified with him. But when they came to Jesus and saw that he was already dead, they did not break his 

legs. But one of the soldiers pierced his side with a spear, and at once there came out blood and water. He 

who saw it has borne witness—his testimony is true, and he knows that he is telling the truth—that you 

also may believe. For these things took place that the Scripture might be fulfilled: “Not one of his bones 

will be broken.” And again another Scripture says, “They will look on him whom they have pierced.” 

Meditation 
The sixth candle is extinguished followed by silent meditation. 



Hymn ............................................................... Beneath the Cross of Jesus 

 St. Christopher | arr. Harlan  

Choir 
Choir 

All 



Jesus Is Laid in the Tomb 
Scripture Reading .................................. John 19:38-42 (ESV) 

After these things Joseph of Arimathea, who was a disciple of Jesus, but secretly for fear of the Jews, asked 

Pilate that he might take away the body of Jesus, and Pilate gave him permission. So he came and took 

away his body. Nicodemus also, who earlier had come to Jesus by night, came bringing a mixture of myrrh 

and aloes, about seventy-five pounds in weight. So they took the body of Jesus and bound it in linen cloths 

with the spices, as is the burial custom of the Jews. Now in the place where he was crucified there was 

a garden, and in the garden a new tomb in which no one had yet been laid. So because of the Jewish day of 

Preparation, since the tomb was close at hand, they laid Jesus there. 

Meditation 
The seventh candle is extinguished followed by silent meditation. 

Anthem .................................................................... Were You There? 

 Spiritual | arr. Bob Chilcott  

Were you there when they crucified my Lord?  

Were you there when they crucified my Lord?  

Oh! Sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble, 

Were you there when they crucified my Lord?  

Were you there when they laid him in the tomb?  

Were you there when they laid him in the tomb?  

Oh! Sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble.  

Were you there when they laid him in the tomb? 

Were you there when they laid him in the tomb?  

Were you there? Were you there? Were you there? 

The Lord’s Prayer (whispered) 

The Christ Candle Exits 

Final Statement and Strepitus (symbolic sealing of the tomb) 

A large noise is heard as the tomb is closed. 

Return of the Christ Candle 
We anticipate the resurrection. Please leave in meditative silence. 

T 

Worship Leaders 
Presiding: Pastor Mark Schulz and Pastor Ron Flentgen 

Director of Music and The Arts: Ben A. Spalding 

Organist: Dr. Lara West 

Instrumentalist: Zsolt Eder, violin 



Many of the events surrounding the last days in the life of Christ are shrouded in darkness. In the fourth century, a 
solemn observance of the Lord's Supper, known as "tenebrae," was celebrated. "Tenebrae" means "shadows." The 
service involved the extinguishing of candles as a reminder of the darkness that covered the earth after the passion and 
crucifixion of Jesus Christ. This service of Tenebrae will end, therefore, in almost total darkness. The candles are 
gradually extinguished, symbolic of the gradual flight and denial of the disciples and friends of Jesus. As we witness the 
gradual darkening, we are reminded of our fading loyalty, our falling away and the pain of separation from God. 
However, one light remains. The Light of Christ can never be extinguished. In that light we find forgiveness and 
fellowship with our Lord.  

©  A-726621 for all hymns  

Holy Saturday Easter Vigil 
5:30pm, Mission Campus: This contemplative service begins outside and transitions 

indoors as worshipers begin to transition from the somber mood of Good Friday to the joy 

of Easter.  

 

 

Easter Services 
8:30, 9:45, 11am, Mission Campus: Easter services are the climax of the church year 

when we celebrate Christ’s victory over sin, death and Satan. These services are festival 

services with the Trinity Choir and Easter Chamber Orchestra with a new premiere of 

“Alleluia” by Ben A. Spalding especially written for this Easter celebration. Holy 

Communion will be celebrated at the 11am service.  

8:30, 11am, Shawnee Campus:  Easter services are the climax of the church year when we 

celebrate Christ’s victory over sin, death and Satan. We celebrate Christ’s resurrection 

with contemporary praise music fitting for the occasion. Special music will be included and 

Holy Communion will be celebrated in both services.  
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