
 

A number of years ago when we started enhancing the Senior 
Ministry at Trinity we initiated monthly events throughout the 
year which were in addition to what was happening with 50+.  
The early topics dealt with life issues such as wills and trusts, 

home safety, social security, and county services.  We would add 
some fun things such as the Martin Luther one-man play.  More 

recently we have had more involvement with dinners and church related 
programs such as the Quimby Organ, hymnology, Lutheran history and 

many others.  It is my hope that we can provide information and topics 
that are timely and helpful as well as interesting and entertaining.  I am 

now planning the schedule for 2018/2019 and would like your help. 
Because of some grants in the past and some generous memorials from 

Saints who have passed, we have some funds to work with.  While we want to 
spend in the best way, I also wish to make sure we have some reserve for future 
years.  Keeping that in mind, here is my philosophy for events and funding.  I 
think we should provide money for the different meals 50+ offers and other 
dinners which Senior ministry sponsors.  We will always have a free-will offering 
but not charge a set amount.  When we have projects like the Easter baskets for 
our homebound, we will rely mainly upon the good will of our members and 
supplement where needed.  When looking into special events or trips there will 
probably be a cost, but we will try to supplement funding, so the cost will be lower. 
It is important that I know your feelings with regard to what is included in the 
programs at both campuses, as well as the way we spend our funds.  Please let me 
know your feelings by either email or a written note.  This way I can refer to them 
instead of relying upon my memory.  As my wife will tell you, relying on my 
memory may not be the best course of action.  Thanks for your help.  



I may have goofed.  I was told by people (not from Trinity) that the term Senior 
ministry was archaic and not flattering.  So, I asked Gretchen and Larry to change the 
names on what we do to Older Adult Ministry.  I have since been advised by several of 
our members that the term senior was just fine and even preferable.  It is my desire to 
keep the lovely Gretchen tolerant of me, so before changing the name again I want a lot 
more input and suggestions from you.  I have no preference, so tell me what you want.  If 
you get a chance, thank Gretchen for her patience. 

 
I will be in Wichita for the Saint's Alive event July 29-31.  I went last year, and it 

proved to be a very interesting and fulfilling 2 ½ days.   If you are interested in going, let 
me know, you still have time.  Registration forms are on the Senior Ministry shelf. 

The resolution Trinity brought before the Kansas District convention passed last 
month.  It was put together with a resolution written by the District.  They both 
encouraged a task force to study the need for enhanced Senior ministry in our 
congregations.  I had the opportunity to speak to the floor committee about it and they 
encouraged me to offer my help when the resolution passed.  I offered my help and we 
will wait to see what involvement I or Trinity will have. 

 

 
As you age you gain life experiences that you may wish to share with others. The Legacy 
project being offered by the Older Adult Ministry will give older adults a vehicle to 
accomplish this. Legacy interviews are approximately 20 minutes in length, facilitated by 
an interviewer, which will provide you with a vehicle to record your life of faith and faith 
stories, lessons and views, to be given to family and loved ones. Faith stories will be 
recorded on a DVD and then given to you.  
 
In a similar vein, Trinity encourages family members to write a legacy diary. A diary can 
serve as an additional remembrance for you and your family and provide a time of 
bonding with your family members. Just write your story. In some cases it may be possible 
to include a few photographs. Trinity will take it from there. There is a minimal cost for 
the booklet to cover paper and printing expenses. We expect that to be less than $2 per 
copy. You may have as many copies as you like. The questions provided for the Legacy 
interview may be used a guide for your diary. Enjoy reviewing your journey. If you are 
interested in either of these, just let Tom Perry know, tom@tlcms.org. 
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